"You  can  tell  that  everything  here's  put 
together  by  God,  that  it's  ordained  by 
God,"  said  Daniel  Logan,  a  student  from 
Fairhaven  Church  in  Demopolis,  Ala.  "All 
we've  heard  has  been  really  challenging. 
It's  designed  to  make  leaders." 

With  testimonials  like  that,  it's  appar¬ 
ent  that  Super  Summer  is  not  just  anoth¬ 
er  youth  camp.  Each  year  this  special 
leadership  conference,  sponsored  by  the 
Disciplesnip  and  Family  Ministry  (DFM) 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  gathers  the  best  and 
the  brightest  students  from  churches  all 
over  Mississippi  —  and  in  the  case  of 
Logan,  even  from  outside  the  state. 

On  July  12-16,  707  par- 

tloPants  representing 


>  at  Mississippi  Collei 
Summer  is  a  minis! 


PREACHING  THE  WORD  - 
Fred  Lynch,  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  dri¬ 
ves  home  a  point  during  one 
of  the  evening  worship  ser¬ 
vices  during  Super  Summer, 
held  on  the  Mississippi 
College  campus,  July  12-16. 
(Photo  by  Lennie  Young) 
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Super  Summer  draws  over  700  students 

By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


a  evangelism,  muse 
rticipating  knew  —  or 
soon  learned  —  that 
Super  Summer  is  not  the 
typical  youth  event. 

Hart  Wardlaw,  a  stu¬ 
dent  from  Calvary 
Church,  Tupelo,  was 
struck  by  the  relationships 
she  developed. 

"I've  met  some  awe¬ 
some  people  and  seen  a 
lot  of  people  I  knew  last 
year,"  she  said.  "We're  aU 
here  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose.  We  have  the  same 
passion  for  Christ.  You  get 
so  close  to  so  many  peo¬ 
ple,  but  mostly,  I  come  to 
get  closer  to  God.  I  get 
Tull'  when  I  come  here: 

Catherine  Yarber,  a  stu¬ 
dent  from  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Tupelo  and  a 
guest  of  Calvary  Church, 
was  a  first-time  attendee. 

"It's  what  I  expected,  but 
a  whole  lot  more.  I  came  so 


OLD  AND  NEW  FRIENDS  participating  in  Super  Sumrher  July  12-16  at 

Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  were  quick  to  express  how  much  fun  they  had  making  new 
friends  and  meeting  up  with  old  ones.  Enjoying  the  shade  during  a  conference  bread  are 
Catherine  Yarber,  First  Methodist  Church,  Tupelo;  Hart  Wardlaw,  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo; 
and  Codi  Sprewell,  Fairhaven  Church,  Demopolis,  Ala.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


thirsty;  I  wanted  to  learn  so  much.  I've  had  a 
chance  to  worship  and  grow,"  she  said. 

Speaking  of  me  Monday  night  worship 
service,  Yaroer  said,  "It  was  one  of  the  first 
times  I've  ever  really  worshipped.  It's  not 
file  same  kind  of  worship  we  have  at  home!" 

Codi  Sprewell,  from  Calvary  Church, 
Tupelo,  agreed.  "It  was  just  pure  intimacy 
with  God,"  she  said.  'That's  something 
I've  been  missing." 

Worship  leader  for  the  week  was 
Chris  Davis,  from  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Speaker  was  Fred  Lynch  of  Dallas.  Paul 
Johnson  of  Backstage  Booking  in 
Birmingham  provided  drama. 

Harvey  EUis,  DFM  consultant  and 
Super  Summer  lead  coordinator,  reflect¬ 
ed  on  the  week.  "There  is  no  way  you 
can  actually  describe  what  goes  on  at 
Super  Summer,"  he  said. 

’'No  matter  what  you  say,  you  can't 
communicate  to  someone  who  wasn't 


there  or  who  just  came  for  one  service.  It's 
not  just  about  one  or  two  things,  but  the 
dynamics  of  everything  working  together 
through  the  small  groups,  through  five 
dorm  devotions,  ana  the  prayer  times  are 
what  make  it  happen,"  Ellis  said. 

"The  one  thing  that  makes  Super  Summer 
what  it  is,  apart  from  the  spiritual  aspect,  is 
the  ownership  and  leadership  given  oy  the 
youth  ministers  during  the  week,"  Ellis  said. 
’The  youth  ministers  give  their  time  and 
expertise  in  some  part  of  die  program.  There 

were  about  75  youth  ministers  who  gave  part 

of  themselves  to  make  it  a  success." 


information,  contact  EUis  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3286  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  286.  E-maii:  hgellisfcmbcb.org. 


Supe 


ummsi 


r 


'  »  . 


_ ■ 

p  P 


FMA:  the  Senate  vote  that  wasn't 
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Everyone  knew  it  would  be  an 
uphill  fight,  but  it's  still  hard  to 
believe  mat  the  U.S.  Senate  last 
week  did  not  see  fit  to  protect  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  marriage  as  practiced  for  at 
least  the  last  5,000  years.  Worse  still,  the 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment  (FMA) 
was  killed  on  a  technicality  and  not  due 
to  a  vote  on  the  amendment  itself. 

Senators  rejected  an  attempt  to  invoke 
cloture,  which  would  have  prevented 
the  endless  filibuster  promised  by  oppo¬ 
nents  and  would  have  led  to  a  straight 
up-and-down  vote  on  the  proposal.  To 
their  credit,  Mississippi's  two 
Senators  —  Republicans  Thad 
Cochran  and  Trent  Lott  —  voted 
to  invoke  cloture  and  move  to  a 
vote  on  the  amendment  itself. 

"Despite  the  current  setback,  I 
believe  debate  on  this  issue  has 
only  just  begun,  and  the  topic  is 
bound  to  fester  until  Congress 
assumes  its  responsibility  and 
deals  with  it  decisively... 

"Like  an  overwhelming  majori¬ 
ty  of  Americans,  I  believe  marriage 
should  remain  strictly  between 
H.  men  and  women.  That's  why  I  was 
r  an  original  cosponsor  of  the 
Jr*  Federal  Marriage  Amendment, 
which  the  Senate  failed  to  even 
consider  this  week  because  we  did¬ 
n't  have  quite  enough  votes  to  bring  it  up 
for  debate,"  Lott  said  in  statement  post¬ 
ed  on  his  web  site,  wwwflbtt.senate.gov. 

"The  rabid  reactionary  religious  right  has 
rarely  looked  more  ridiculous,  said 
Massachusetts  Democratic  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy,  a  strident  FMA  opponent.  "They 
knew  they  didn’t  have  the  votes  to  come  even 
close  to  passing  this  amendment.  But  they 
had  a  sufficient  stranglehold  on  the  White 
House  and  the  Republican  leadership  in 
Congress  to  force  the  issue  to  a  vote  anyway. 

"My  guess  is  that  their  strategy  will 
boomerang,  and  that  vastly  more 


Americans  will  be  turned  off  " 
than  are  turned  on  by  this 
attempt  to  stain  the  Constitution  uf€ 
with  their  language  of  bigotry."  Wlti 

Republican  Senator  Sam 
Brownback  of  Kansas,  an  FMA 
supporter,  said  his  office 
received  more  phone  calls  on 
the  amendment  in  a  five-day 
period  than  it  has  on  any  other 
issue  in  the  same  timeframe 
since  he  entered  the  Senate. 

"The  great  debate  is  engaged," 
he  said.  ’I  think  we  are  going  to 
have  a  long,  extended  discussion 
in  this  country  [about  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  marriage]." 

Mississippi  Republican 
Congressman  Roger  Wicker  of 
Tupelo  has  reported  that  his 
office  has  received  more  than 
20  calls  per  day  and  more  than 
4,000  letters  regarding  FMA. 

He  said  he  intends  to  support 
FMA  when  it  is  brought  up  in 
a  few  weeks  in  the  U!b.  House 
of  Representatives. 

It  was  only  a  few  years  ago 
that  most  Americans  would 
have  scoffed  at  the  necessity 
of  amending  the  U.S. 
Constitution  to  provide  a 
legal  definition  of  marriage.  The 
Founding  Fathers  didn't  include  a  defin¬ 
ition  when  they  wrote  the  Constitution, 
because  they  simply  saw  no  need  for  it. 

Few  of  us  grew  up  so  sheltered  that  we 
didn't  know  homosexuality  existed,  but 
still  we  never  expected  it  to  come  to  this. 
Most  of  us  could  not  have  anticipated  a 
militant,  pro-homosexual  movement 


'(AARRIAO*  IS  A  COMMITMENT  FOR 
UF€,  AMO  IS  NOT  TO  BE  CONFUStO 
WITH  HOOKIH6  UP  OR  HAN6/H6  OUT.*' 


Disney  World,  or  the  vulgar  homosexual 
parades  now  frequenting  the  streets  of 
San  Francisco.  We  certainly  could  not 
have  foreseen  pro-homosexual  school 
curricula  as  early  as  first  grade  and  chil¬ 
dren's  books  with  titles  such  as,  Heather 
Has  Two  Mommies. 

Yet  that  is  the  world  in  which  we  find 
ourselves.  "Someone  will  win  this  war," 


endorsed  and  heavily  supported  by  som6  Gary  Bauer,  president  of  American  Values 


of  the  most  prominent  institutions  and  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  fields  of  religion,  journalism, 
entertainment,  politics,  and  law. 

Most  of  us  could  not  have  imagined 
Stonewall,  Fire  Island,  Gay  Day  at 


and  former  president  of  the  Family 
Research  Council,  recently  stated,  "and  to 
the  winner  of  this  war  goes  our  children." 

If  that's  not  enough  to  drive  vou  to  your 
knees  before  Almighty  God,  wnat  will? 


Senators  record  votes  on  FMA  procedural  motion 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  The  U.S.  Senate  defeated  a  "motion  to 
proceed"  on  July  14  that  would  have 
allowed  a  vote  on  the  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment  (FMA).  Following  is  how 
senators  voted  on  the  motion.  (A  yes 
vote  would  have  resulted  in  senators 
invoking  cloture  —  heading  off  threat¬ 
ened  filibusters  —  and  moving  forward 
to  vote  on  the  marriage  amendment.) 

Daniel  Akaka  (D-HI),  No 

Lamar  Alexander  (R-TN),  Yes 
Wayne  Allard  (R-CO),  Yes 
George  Allen  (R-VA),  Yes 
Max  Baucus  (D-MT),  No 
Evan  Bayh  (D-IN),  No 
Robert  Bennett  (R-UT),  Yes 
Joseph  Biden  (D-DE),  No 
Jeff  Bingaman  (D-NM),  No 
Christopher  Bond  (R-MO),  Yes 
Barbara  Boxer  (D-CA),  No 
John  Breaux  (D-LA),  No 
Sam  Brownback  (R-KS),  Yes 
Jim  Bunning  (R-KY),  Yes 
Conrad  Bums  (R-MT),  Yes 
Robert  Byrd  (D-WV),  Yes 
Ben  Campbell  (R-CO),  No 
Maria  Cantwell  (D-WA),  No 
Thomas  Carper  (D-DE),  No 
Lincoln  Chatee  (R-RI),  No 
Saxby  Chambliss  (R-GA),  Yes 
Hillary  Clinton  (D-NY),  No 
Thad  Cochran  (R-MS),  Yes 
Norm  Coleman  (R-MN),  Yes 
Susan  Collins  (R-ME),  No 
Kent  Conrad  (D-ND),  No 


John  Comyn  (R-TX),  Yes 
Jon  Corzine  (D-NJ),  No 
Larry  Craig  (R-ID),  Yes 
Michael  Crapo  (R-ID),  Yes 
Tom  Daschle  (D-SD),  No 
Mark  Dayton  (D-MN),  No 
Mike  DeWine  (R-OH),  Yes 
Christopher  Dodd  (D-CT),  No 
Elizabeth  Dole  (R-NC),  Yes 
Pete  Domenici  (R-NM),  Yes 
Byron  Dorgan  (D-ND),  No 
Richard  Durbin  (D-IL),  No 
John  Edwards  (D-NC),  Not  Voting 
John  Ensign  (R-NV),  Yes 
Michael  Enzi  (R-WY),  Yes 
Russell  Feingold  (D-WI),  No 
Dianne  Feinstein  (D-CA),  No 
Peter  Fitzgerald  (R-IL),  Yes 
Bill  Frist  (R-TN),  Yes 
Bob  Graham  (D-FL),  No 
Lindsey  Graham  (R-SC),  Yes 
Chuck  Grassley  (R-IA),  Yes 
Judd  Gregg  (R-NH),  Yes 
Chuck  Hagel  (R-NE),  Yes 
Tom  Harkm  (D-LA),  No 
Orrin  Hatch  (R-UT),  Yes 
Ernest  Hollings  (D-SC),  No 
Kay  Hutchison  (R-TX),  Yes 
ames  Inhofe  (R-OK),  Yes 
Daniel  Inouye  (D-HI),  No 
ames  Jeffords  (I-VT),  No 
Tun  Johnson  (D-SD),  No 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA),  No 
ohn  Kerry  (D-MA),  Not  Voting 
Herb  Kohl  (D-WI),  No 
on  Kvl  (R-AZ),  Yes 
Ylary  Landrieu  (D-LA),  No 


Frank  Lautenberg  (D-NJ),  No 
Patrick  Leahy  (D-VT),  No 
Carl  Levin  (D-MI),  No 
Joseph  Lieberman  (D-CT),  No 
Blanche  Lincoln  (D-AR),  No 
Trent  Lott  (R-MS),  Yes 
Richard  Lugar  (R-IN),  Yes 
John  McCain  (R-AZ),  No 
Mitch  McConnell  (R-KY),  Yes 
Barbara  Mikulski  (D-MD),  No 
Zell  Miller  (D-GA),  Yes 
Lisa  Murkowski  (R-AK),  Yes 
Patty  Murray  (D-WA),  No 
Bill  Nelson  (D-FL),  No 
Ben  Nelson  (D-NE),  Yes 
Don  Nicldes  (R-OK),  Yes 
Mark  Pryor  (D-AR),  No 
Jack  Reed  (D-RI),  No 
Harry  Reid  (D-NV),  No 
Pat  Roberts  (R-KS),  Yes 
John  Rockefeller  (D-WV),  No 
Rick  Santorum  (R-PA),  Yes 
Paul  Sarbanes  (D-MD),  No 
Charles  Schumer  (D-NY),  No 
Jeff  Sessions  (R-AL),  Yes 
Richard  Shelby  (R-AL),  Yes 
Gordon  Smith  (R-OR),  Yes 
Olympia  Snowe  (R-ME),  No 
Arlen  Specter  (R-PA),  Yes 
Debbie  Stabenow  (D-MI),  No 
Ted  Stevens  (R-AK),  Yes 
John  Sununu  (R-NH),  No 
James  Talent  (R-MO),  Yes 
Craig  Thomas  (R-WY),  Yes 
George  Voinovich  (R-OH),  Yes 
John  Warner  (R-VA),  Yes 
Ron  Wyden  (D-OR),  No 
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Marriage  amendment  defeated  in  Senate 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  their  efforts  to  redefine  mar 
local  reports)  —  The  Federal  riage  for  the  rest  of  America  — 
Marriage  Amendment  (FMA)  ana  neither  should  defenders 
was  defeated  in  the  U.S.  of  traditional  marriage  flag  ir 
Senate  on  a  procedural  vote  their  efforts." 

July  14,  but  its  supporters  Sen.  Sam  Brownback  (R. 
said  the  debate  on  the  issue  is  Kan.)  said  his  office  receivec 
far  from  over.  more  phone  calls  on  the 

The  amendment  itself  did  amendment  in  a  five-day  peri 
not  make  it  to  a  vote.  Needing  od  than  it  has  on  any  othei 
60  votes  to  limit  debate,  issue  in  the  same  timeframe 
forego  threatened  filibusters  since  he  entered  the  Senate.  He 
from  oppinents,  and  allow  a  supports  the  amendment, 
vote  on  the  amendment  itself  '"The  great  debate  if 
—  a  procedure  called  invok-  engaged,"  ne  said.  "I  think  we 
ing  cloture  —  amendment  are  going  to  have  a  long,  extend 
supporters  received  only  48  ed  discussion  in  this  countr) 
votes.  Fifty  senators  voted  [about  the  definition  of  mar 
against  cloture,  leaving  open  riage]."  Brownback  said  amend 
opponents'  threats  of  unend¬ 
ing  filibuster  and  in  essence 
blocking  a  vote. 

Mississippi's  two  Senators, 

Republicans  Thad  Cochran 
ana  Trent  Lott,  voted  in  favor 
of  invoking  cloture  and 
ing  on  to  a 
amendment  itself. 

"The  battle  has  just  begun, 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


ings  siding  with  same-sex  this  body  : 
marriage.  Opponents  of  the  them  as  inf 
amendment  repeatedly  said  ety,"  Leahy 
during  debate  that  the  Defense  One  ami 
of  Marriage  Act,  signed  into  er.  Sen.  Ri 
law  in  1996,  is  adequate  to  pro-  Pa.)  said  I 
tect  marriage.  That  law  pre-  states  rig! 
vents  the  federal  government  arguing  for 
from  legalizing  same-sex  mar-  the  "airty 
riage  and  gives  states  the  that  argu 
option  to  do  the  same.  said,  ”Am< 

Sen.  Joseph  Lieberman  (D.-  where  else 
Conn.)  —  an  amendment  tion  to  whc 
opponent  —  said  that  if  Everything 
DOMA  is  declared  unconsti-  leave  to  us 
tutional,  "there  will  be  The  issu 
enough  time  for  those  of  us  is  worth  de 
ment  supporters  "won  on  sub-  who  oppose  [same-sex]  mar- 
stance  but  lost  on  procedure."  riage  to  act  statutorily  or  con- 
Even  if  the  amendment  stitutionally." 
had  made  it  to  a  vote,  it  likely  Another  amendment  oppo- 
would  have  fallen  short  of  the  nent.  Sen.  Tom  Carper  (D.- 
67  votes  needed  to  pass.  Six  Del.),  made  a  similar  com-  / 
mov-  Republicans  voted  to  prevent  ment.  He  noted  that  when  he 
vote  on  the  a  vote  on  the  amendment,  led  was  governor  of  Delaware  he 
by  four  GOP  senators  from  signed  a  law  banning  same- 
,  „  .  the  New  England  states.  Even  sex  marriage, 

the  amendment's  sponsor.  Sen.  Republican  John  Warner  of  "Time  will  tell,  but  I  believe  "I  woul< 
Wayne  Allard  (R.-Co.)  said  Virginia,  who  voted  to  allow  that  my  law  in  Delaware  will  future  of  c 
after  the  vote.  "I  think  this  is  a  a  vote,  said  he  was  uncom-  also  be  sustained  without  a  in  the  bal. 
very  strong  first  vote.  [TJhis  is  a  fortable  with  the  second  sen-  constitutional  amendment,  future  of  th 
long  process.  Nobody  on  our  tence  of  the  amendment.  and  if  it  isn't,  then  this  is  an  hangs  in  thi 

side,  I  think,  ever  felt  for  a  The  second  sentence,  issue  that  we  can  revisit  and  I  Three  D< 
minute  that  this  was  going  to  amendment  supporters  say,  think  will,”  Carper  said.  allow  a  vi 

be  a  one-shot  deal."  would  prevent  courts  from  Amendment  opponents  (W.Va.),  Ze 

Allard  said  he  would  "sit  legalizing  Vermont-type  civil  asserted  that  the  issue  should  Ben  Nelson 

down  with  colleagues"  and  unions  but  would  allow  state  be  left  to  the  states.  Six  Repi 

"work  toward  a  consensus,"  legislatures  to  do  so.  The  sen-  "This  fundamental  respon-  block  a  vot 
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TVHH  K  HVLZ  ULKU  VZ 


FAY  CLUYEF,  TAYZ  AY 


AKFA  ZL  OUYX?  TVHH  K 


XLRZB  HVLZ  MUX  LRF  LC 


AVE  QYZ,  VC  AY  AKPY 


FKDYZ  ZLFAVZB? 


KGLE  FAUYY:  CLRU 


Clue:  C  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle: 

Matthew  26:52 


Macedonia  to  perform  at  First 


Five  Mississippians  were  among  80  Americans  who  participated  in  a 
10-day  mission  trip  in  Russia  that  led  to  4,782  professions  of  faith.  Among 
those  involved  in  the  project  were  Greg  Martin  of  Long  Beach,  Jerry  and 
Landis  McBride  of  Baldwyn,  and  Jerry  and  Faith  Nance  of  Pearl. 


Johnson  Hall,  one  of  the  original  dormitories  of  Mississippi  Woman's 
College  in  Hattiesburg,  is  being  renovated  to  provide  married  student  hous¬ 
ing  at  the  formerly  all-female  institution  now  known  as  William  Carey 
College  and  affilated  with  foe  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Convention  Board,  in  regular 
session  July  13,  recommends  to  the  Convention  Board  that  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Royal  Ambassador  work  be  transferred  from  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  to  the  Brotherhood  Department. 


m 

VJ 


‘  Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


women  who  would  with  the  the  result  will 
same  kind  of  passion  like  to  get  two  people  will 


Dear  Lonely  He  loves  you 

so  much  that 

Recently,  1  received  a  card  He  sent  Jesus, 
reported  to  be  from  a  single  His  only  Son, 
woman  expressing  her  deep  to  die  on  the 
disappointment  that  God  did  cross  to  pay  for 
not  love  her  because  if  God  your  sins.  God 
truly  loved  her  He  would  send  loves  you! 
her  a  sweet  husband.  There  was  Whatever  has 
no  identification  or  return  happened  and 
address  and  the  letter  was  sim-  whoever  may  : 

ply  signed  Lonely.  It  was  have  told  you  something  differ-  women  who  would  with  the 
addressed  to  Jim  Futral  at  The  ent,  I  want  you  to  know  same  kind  of  passion  like  to  get 
Baptist  Record  and  so  I  assume  absolutely  and  unequivocally  rid  of  their  husbands, 
that  the  person  who  wrote  it  God  loves  you.  You  may  have  As  I  read  your  correspon- 
may  read  this  article.  made  some  wrong  choices  and  dence,  I  thought  about  the  story 

After  readme  it  several  times  some  bad  decisions  throughout  of  the  two  men  who  ran  into  each 
and  realizing  there  was  no  way  your  life.  Others  may  have  made  other  at  the  grocery  store.  They 
to  respond  other  than  the  possi-  decisions  that  were  not  right  and  had  known  each  other  for  some 
bihty  of  this  column,  I  won-  those  decisions  have  affected  time  and  had  not  seen  each  other 
dered  if  I  should  even  attempt  your  life,  but  in  spite  of  all  that  in  a  while,  so  they  were  catching 
to  respond  to  Lonely.  I  asked  the  great  God  or  the  universe  up  on  their  lives  and  conditions, 
several  other  people  to  read  it  to  personally  cares  about  you  and  One  of  the  guys,  who  was  single, 
see  what  their  reaction  might  does  love  you.  I  am  not  trying  to  told  his  buddy,  "I'm  getting  mar- 
be.  As  you  might  expect,  their  be  argumentative,  but  I  am  com-  ried."  His  friend  asked  him, 
responses  were  varied.  Some  of  pelled  to  state  the  absolute  truth  "Why  are  you  going  to  do  that?" 
thenv wondered  if  it  was  a  hoax,  so  that  whether  you  agree,  or  He  said,  "I'm  tired  of  doing  my 
Maybe  it  was  from  some  friend  whether  you  believe  me  —  or  own  shopping,  cooking,  taking 
of  mine,  who  was  a  little  unbal-  even  believe  God  —  it  is  still  true  care  of  my  domes,  and  having  to 
anced  and  had  a  tendency  to  that  God  loves  you.  do  all  the  work  around  the 

enjoy  warped  humor,  playing  a  I  also  want  you  to  know  that  house."  His  friend,  who  was 
tnck  on  me.  Others  read  it  with  you  may  be  truely  lonely  but  it  is  married,  looked  at  him  rather 
compassion  and  even  emotion,  not  simply  because  you  arc  strangely  and  said,  "Well,  those 
thinking  how  sad  it  is  for  some-  alone.  Being  alone  is  not  the  only  are  the  same  reasons  I'm  going  to 
one  to  feel  this  way  and  be  in  thing  that  produces  loneliness,  get  a  divorce."  All  of  that  is  to  say 
the  condition  that  was  There  are  people  who  stand  in  that  there  is  a  contentment  that 
expressed  with  no  way  for  us  to  the  middle  of  crowds  who  are  can  be  found  whether  alone  or  in 
try  to  care  for  them.  lonely.  There  are  other  times  a  relationship  with  another  per- 

For  me  I  came  down  on  the  when  people  are  by  themselves  son.  There  is  a  misery  that  tran- 
side  of  this  is  not  a  joke.  My  and  they  are  not  lonely  at  all.  scends  being  alone  or  being  with 
neart  vvent  out  to  whoever  it  is  Loneliness  is  a  terrible,  hollow  someone  else.  It  is  not  wise  or 
out  there,  all  alone  looking  at  feeling  that  anyone  and  every-  actually  possible  to  put  the  bur- 
thjs  huge  globe  full  of  people,  one  can  experience.  It  is  certainly  den  of  responsibility  for  your 
Add  to  that  this  person  not  felt  only  by  people  who  are  own  Dersonal  rnntpntmpnf  and 


me  that  they  were 
going  to  get  mar¬ 
ried  because  they 
were  so  miserable. 
My  instruction 
and  advice  to 
them  was  to 
beware  because  if 
you  are  getting 
married  because 
you  are  miserable. 


had  known  each  otner  for  some 
time  and  had  not  seen  each  other 
in  a  while,  so  they  were  catching 
up  on  their  lives  and  conditions. 
Cme  of  the  guys,  who  was  single, 
told  his  buddy,  "I'm  getting  mar¬ 
ried."  His  friend  asked  him. 


taking 
iving  to 


enjoy  warped  humor,  playing  a 
trick  on  me.  Others  read  it  with 
compassion  and  even  emotion, 
thinking  how  sad  it  is  for  some¬ 
one  to  feel  this  way  and  be  in 
the  condition  that  was 
expressed  with  no  way  for  us  to 
try  to  care  for  them. 

For  me  I  came  down  on  the 
side  of  this  is  not  a  joke.  My 
heart  went  out  to  whoever  it  is 
out  there,  all  alone  looking  at 
this  huge  globe  full  of  people. 
Add  to  that  this  person 
expressed  and  seems  to  really 
believe  that  God  does  not  love 
her.  After  considerable  thought 


the  result  will  probably  be  that 
two  people  will  be  miserable.  So, 
what  does  all  of  this  mean  to  you 
in  your  condition  and  in  your  set 
of  circumstances?  Let  me 
encourage  you  to  consider  die 
following  things: 

•  Believe  that  God  loves 
you.  His  love  is  not  based  on 
whether  or  not  you  are  in  a 
relationship,  have  a  husband, 
are  highly  successful  at  your 
job,  or  if  you  are  gifted  in  any 
particular  area.  He  loves  you. 

•  Trust  God  that  He  will  live 
out  His  plan  and  purpose  in  your 
life  whether  single,  married,  or 
waiting.  According  to  Scripture, 


out  on  your  own  and  get  involved 
with  someone  that  would  only 
bring  misery  to  you  and  them¬ 
selves  and  maybe  to  many  others. 

•  Listen  to  the  Lord  and 
learn  from  Him.  When  He 
talked  to  His  disciples  —  and 
indeed  to  all  of  us  —  to  tell  us 
that  He  would  give  us  a 
Comforter,  He  was  referring  to 
the  Holy  Spirit.  He  said  He 
would  be  with  us  and  in  us. 
There  is  a  comfort  and  a  confi¬ 
dence  that  God  provides  as  He 
lives  within  us  and  through  us 
that  removes  the  loneliness,  dis¬ 
perses  the  clouds,  gives  us  direc¬ 
tion,  and  fills  our  heart  with 
peace.  He  can  do  that  for  you. 


e  •  w°rk  arour*d  the  God  uses  singleness  in  some  lives  of  your  trust  and  your  worship. 

His  friend,  who  was  for  specific  purposes  for  His  glory.  - 

ooked  at  him  rather  That  obviously  is  true  in  His  Son  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 


Add  to  that  this  person  not  felt  oruy  by  people  who  are 
expressed  and  seems  to  really  single.  You  can  be  single,  lonely, 
believe  that  God  does  not  love  and  miserable —  and  you  can  be 
her.  After  considerable  thought  married,  lonely,  and  miserable, 
and  prayer,  I  felt  compelled  to  at  While  you  expressed  in  your  let- 
least  write  some  word  to  Lonely:  ter  that  you  would  like  to  have  a 
First  and  foremost  I  want  you  husband,  I  think  I  would  be  safe 
to  know  that  God  does  love  you.  in  telling  you  that  there  are  many 


care  of  my  clothes,  and  having  to  waiting.  According  to  Scripture, 
do  all  the  work  around  the  God  uses  singleness  in  some  lives 
house."  His  friend,  who  was  for  specific  purposes  for  His  glory, 
married,  looked  at  him  rather  That  obviously  is  true  in  His  Son 
strangely  and  said,  "Well,  those  Jesus'  life.  Apparently,  it  was  true 
are  the  same  reasons  I'm  going  to  for  the  Apostle  Paul  and  it  could 

§et  a  divorce."  All  of  that  is  to  say  be  true  for  you.  By  the  same  token 
lat  there  is  a  contentment  that  to  trust  that  God  is  at  work  in  you 
can  be  found  whether  alone  or  in  could  mean  that  in  His  timing,  not 
a  relationship  with  another  per-  yours.  He  will  bring  about  a  plan 
son.  There  is  a  misery  that  tran-  that  involves  someone  else.  It  is 
scends  being  alone  or  being  with  far  better  to  wait  and  trust  God  to 
someone  else.  It  is  not  wise  or  bring  the  person  into  your  life  at 
actually  possible  to  put  the  bur-  His  nght  time,  than  to  go  charging 
den  of  resDonsibilitv  for  vour  r  — 


•  I  am  praying  for  you. 

Although  I  do  not  Know  who 
you  are,  God  does  and  that  is 
what  is  important.  I  have  been 
praying  that  God  will  meet  your 
needs,  fill  your  life,  and  help  you 
to  grow  so  that  you  will  under¬ 
stand  how  muen  He  loves  you, 
how  He  desires  to  bless  you  and 
use  you,  and  how  worthy  He  is 


i  lie  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  JacKson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO. 
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TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


j|  STEEPLES 
.  .  CROSSES 


den  of  responsibility  for  your 
own  personal  contentment  and 


single.  You  can  be  smgle,  lonely,  happiness  on  the  shoulders  of 
and  miserable  —  and  you  can  be  someone  else.  To  demand  that 
married,  lonely,  and  miserable,  another  person  make  you  happy 
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For  The  "Right  Deal" 
On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


another  person  make  you  happy 
is  probably  putting  on  them  a 
load  of  responsibility  with  expec¬ 
tations  they  cannot  fulfill. 

I  have  actually  had  people  tell 


MS  Staff  Positions 


MERIDIAN,  MISSISSIPPI  AREA 

church  seeks  part-time  or  bi-voca- 
tional  minister  of  music.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Union  B.C.  committee, 
159  Hwy  514,  Meridian.  MS.  39301. 


Classified  Ads 

FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  dominium  on  Okaloosa  Island.  Lots  of 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  amenities,  Low  rates.  Contact  Lucv 

cco  t  a  o  n •  _i i  l.  la  _  1 ' 


(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  (770) 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com.  SGIucv 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  ation 
All  sizes,  late  Summer  special.  Two  night  , 

week  end,  $195.00,  4  weeknights,  ug 
$370.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults,  2  kids)  a  a*f 
good  8/8  thru  9/2,  call  (205)  556-0368.  year  d< 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  zat,on 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  Presc^ 


bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 


(770)  831-3651  or  email 

SGIucy®wmconnect.com. 

MINISTER  OF  CHILDREN^  &  RECRE¬ 
ATION  to  provide  leadership  for  birth 
through  5th  grade  and  recreation  for 
all  ages.  Requirements  include  a  four 
year  degree;  strong  abilities  in  organi¬ 
zation  and  ministry  experience  in  both 
preschsol/children  and  recreation. 
Send  resumes  to  FBC  Mt.  Olive,  3200 
Mt.  Olive  Road,  Mt.  Olive,  AL  35117, 


-  , — ,  -  —  —  ■  —  ■  V  MS  yvv*;  - - —  •  ■  *  —  •  ^ 

455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  attn:  search  committee. 


Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930, _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC., 
serving  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call 

(800)  605-2970. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements, 


NOVEMBER  2005,  SEVEN  DAY  CRUISE. 

Leave  from  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
November  5  -  1 2th,  inside  $587,  ocean 
view  $737.  Balcony,  $887,  includes  port. 
Call  (866)  449-0044, _ _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  today. 
We  can  help! 

Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  Low 

Rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for: 

Doctor's  office  visits,  Prescription  dnjgs, 

Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health 
conditions  such  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc...Call  today!  We  Can  Help! 

Medicare  Supplement  Plans  A,  B,  C, 

F,  &  G  Low  Rates!  Disability 
Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Available! 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

"Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!" 


vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs 

patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms,  church  windows,  revwrkmg  arxi  repa.r, 
(601)  992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994  .I7!'!899- - 


Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 


Colurnbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 

VAIDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  WILL 

receive  bids  until  August  1 6,  2004  for 


nuLfCLDcnvj  9IAINCU  vjLAds,  AAenaian.  - 

Desgin,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  a  tw°-s,ory.  3000  sq.  ft.,  100-year-old 

/Cnii  a  o  1  7ncn  _ II  m/vti  tzn  n^rtnnaou  In  ka  m/M 


to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 


parsonage  to  be  moved.  Contact  Mark 
Havens  at  (662)  464-5458  or  Bro.  Leon 


EXPENSIVE!  Call  toll-free  today  (800)  Ho,|V  at  (662>  464-5664,  Or  Don  Orr 
880-2305.  We  can  Heio!  Maior  ?!  (662)  464-5024. 


880-2305.  We  can  Help!  Major 
Medical  Hospital  &  surgical  plan. 
Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 


•  irwiwi  vjnv/MiiYVJ  v_t  iir*itii  t 

long  distance  company.  3.9yMnute,  no  monthly 
fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  second  billing. 


Have  current  Health  problems!  63<6<»vvvvv,,ct»er«nlphmoenicectim. 


We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO. 
WALK-IN,  smoke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer. 


NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 

and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call 
(225)  261-5639. _ 

SPORT  COURT  MULTIPURPOSE  floorir*. 


»  —  '•vrvo  ■  itiwi.1  ir  unrvx  ikjuiiiiu. 

Scenic  view,  (662)  746-6702.  Please  call  One  floor,  all  everts:  Athletics,  social  fortc- 

jfter  4:30  pm  on  weekdays. _  tions,  services.  Sport  Court  flooring  is  safe  and 

NORTH  PULASKI  BAPTIST  Association  is  durable.  Call  today  (or  Miss,  dealer  (800) 
accepting  resumes  for  associational  mission-  326-91 71,  vvvwAtortCouftofAl.com. 


ary.  NPBA  is  an  uibarVrural  association 
whose  vision  is  to  involve  churches  in  direct 
mission  projects  and  to  develop  kingdom 
leadership.  Interested  persons  should  send  a 
resume  by  August  15  to  NPBA,  251  Indian 

Bay  Dr.,  Sherwood,  AR  72120-341 2. _ 

PORT  WALTON  BEACH,  FLORIDA 
Beautiful  Gulf  front,  2  bedroom  con- 


326-91 71,  www.SportCourtofAI.com. 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  PART-TIME. 
Please  send  resume  and  letters  of  refer¬ 
ence  to  Livingston  First  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  minister  of  music  search  committee, 
P.O.  Box  2150,  Livingston,  AL  35470. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light  and  what 


ur  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


July  22,  2004 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


'Tray  this  bay  for...  July  22  -  August  4 ,  2004 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


Jie  took  ' Peter ,  John  anb  James  With  him  anb  Went  up  onto  a  mountain 
to  pray.  s\s  he  Was  praying,  the  appearance  of  his  face  changeb.  anb  his 
clothes  became  as  bright  as  a  flash  of  lightening  ...  'Teter  anb  his 
companions  ...  saW  his  glory.  Luke  9:26-29.  32 


For  Centri-Kid,  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Amembly,  22nd-24th 
(SSA  UfeWay);  (2)  Please 

Teaitlkt 

office  it  going  through  many 
changer  and  adjustments. 


For  (I)  Youth  Night,  MS 
Coibeum,  lacfoon,  6:30- 
9  p.m.  (Evan  It  Youth  Team); 
(2)  Workpermiti  for  two 


net  that  miw  be  Working  with 
AIDS  efeatfejM  the 
"True  Love  Waits'  abathwnce 
program  in  Zimbabwe. 


For  (1)111  Centrifuge, 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
24th-29th  (LifeWay);  (2) 
Mickey  PQfmjs  dutctor  of 
minions,  Cqjjtn/fjce  Assoc., 
Utah.  Pra^mr/i  rtnfpus  min¬ 
ister  for  Utah  State  University. 
Pray  for  future  indigenous 
leaders  for  Utah  churches. 


For.  (1 )  Women  Mentoring, 

FBC,  Biloxi,  31st  (WMU):  (2) 

Ask  Cod  to  guide  in  readting 
Mies  in  1 1  #MVact|ities  group 
aimed  at  the  aner  <fass  m 
Uruguay.  th|32  present 
at  a  meeting  on  Mother's  Day 
were  not  believers.  Pray  that 
these  contacts  may  be  cultivat¬ 
ed  and  lead  to  the  Lord. 


Last  month,  we  prayed  for  T,  a 
young  single  Acehnese  man  in 
liK^mHHa/nmi^diinman  is 

Bible.  PleasASKoM\in  prayer 
that  his  irjSgatftpB  not  be 
hindered  by  fear  otwhat  his 
friends  might  think.  Pray  that 
he  will  give  his  life  to  Cnrist 


friends  might  think 
he  will  give  his  life 


For  (1)  Social  Issues  Emphasis: 

Environmental  Stewardship 
(CAQ;  (2)  School  Prayerwalk/ 

Teacher  Appreoltion  (WMU):  I  Inhambane  fflMnce, 
(2)  George  W.  Omer,  Georgia,  Mozambique seeinj 
is  the  national  nisiomry  for  |  "jesus*  fUmJnd  being , 
town  and  country  church  pianti-  |  to  accept  |esus  as  their 
ng.  Pray  that  lost  people  in  rural 
North  Mmrica  wnlbe identified 


For.  (1)  Summer  Missions 
Camp  for  Boys,  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat,  Kosciusko, 

Mountal^KmSflm  (CM); 

(3)  GA  Camp,  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton,  26th-30th  (WMU). 

For:  (1)  Centri-Kid;  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  2nd-6th 
(LifeWay);  (2)  Peoples  of 


Mozambique  seeing  the 
"Jesus*  filrrvfeLbeingasked 
to  accept  |esus  as  their  Lord 
and  Savior.  Pray  that  new 
Bible  studies  will  result  from 


Last  month,  int'l  Christian 
workers  from  India  worked 
with  nationals  to  develop  plans  ( 
to  see  MqflllMMMls  come  to  I 
Christ  PmAinrniafl 

men  to  work  amount  XT  in 
Maharashtra  state,  India. 

The  movie  "The  Passion  of  the  i 
Christ"  opened  in  the  capital  of 
Bulgaria  In  May.  It  will  next  be  in  ! 
the  auger  togfljfend  then  in  the  J 
smaller  towns,  my  that  many  wiln 
see  it  and  nAwml  to  know  me 

. _ a.  -i _ i  aSsj _ i _ 


After  A  a  beiever,  was  released 
from  prison  in  a  Mudim  country,  a 
friend  said  he,  too,  warded  to  folow 
Jam.  AsgjTtfiM^u  see  what 
they  dWtoimnfcm?' He  said 
"Yes,  tfia|uu|g^pl  to  become 
a  Christian.  No  one  woidd  go 
uvouBi  w  v  wy  wrc  not  tonne 
fwtim*  Pray  fwywi  be  biff! 


For  (1)  Growing  Churches 


and  be  impacted  by  the  gospel.  the  showing  of  this  film. 


truth  about  msGod-man  Jesus. 

uall  I 

my  inai  me  nun  ww  raitc  muen  j 
interest  among  the  Muriun  com-  | 


Most  are  OM|h  from  a  Hindu 
background.  Pray  fiat  team  mem 

i*  i.  j —  a 

oen  wps  tram  mem  to  snare  me 
gospel  and  start  house  churches 
anong  their  Muslim  neighbors. 


Sunday  School  and 
Wp  f>  Family 


29th-3\£(SS/dyM);  (2) 
Please  pray  for Prime  MMste 
Arid  Sharon  of  Israel  (Middk 
East). 


For  (1)  Baptist  Buiding  STAFF  AT 
HOME  DAYS  4tbMh;  0)7^00 
believers  gathered  on  Easter  at  fie 
parfaMatbidMngfriDhafai 


Caracas,  Venezuela  (popula¬ 
tion,  6  million)  is  less  than  1 
percent  Christian.  Caracas is 
msptriJfMmBliM.  Pray  for 
fie  unreaalel  peiple  of 


Minister  I  aries  there  as  i 


I  ways  tor 
not  know  I 


'Strive  to 
i  those  who 


Growing  Churches  2004 


There  is  strength 
in  multiple 
strands! 

A  cord  of  three  strands  is 
not  easily  broken." Etc.  4:12 

"United  in  Ministry" 

July  29-31 
Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly 

with 

Jim  Futral 

executive  director-treasurer,  MBCB 


Sponsored  Jointly  by  the  Dfsdpteshlp  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  and 
Sunday  School  Department 
For  more  Info,  call  601-292-3373 


Leadership  training 
and  practical  help 
tor 

•  Sunday  School 
Teachers 

•  General  leaders 

•  Pastors 

•  Disdplehip 

•  Family  ministry 

•  Deacons 

•  Recreation  ministry 

•  Church  staff 

•  Women's  ministry 


Professional  Certification 

■  V  r  / 

for  Ministry  Assistants 

and 

Ministry  Office  SkillShops 


S, ir, ih  1  .lrmci 

MIMS  I  KY  ( )l  I  l(  I  SKII  I  Si  |(  )|*S 


S.iiuK  Sigmon 

PKOI  I  SSIf  )\  \  I  (  I  Kill  |(  \l  l( 


For  more  info,  call  die 
Pastor/Leadership 
Development 
Department 
at  601-292-3305 


tr>*rr 


The  following  is  a  listing  of  contributions  made 
to  the  Lord's  work  which  were  processed 
through  the  Business  Office  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  from  January  1 , 
2004,  through  June  30,  2004.  An  ***  denotes  a 
gift  from  the  association.  If  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  amounts  reported  for  your 
church,  please  contact  the  Business  Office  at 
968-3800  or  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


cow. 

PROGRAM 


TOTAL 


COOP 

IOGRAM 


RIDGE 


29,591.23 

1746.74 

1,107.64 

3,300.00 

2,174.33 

39,738.68 

729.69 

16.483:55 

448.00 

2,775.44 

7,476.87 


OTHER 

13,414.34 

.00 

3,003.42 

3,027.38 

2,028.29 

40,090.17 

395.00 

00 

23,787.97 

273.50 

5,267.61 

9,198.40 

1,270.00 

9,702.06 

1,761.60 

987.01 

25.00 

3,579.80 

287.00 

5,010.00 


TOTAL 

43,005.57 

1,746.74 

4,111.06 

6327.38 

4,202.62 

79,828.85 

1,124.69 

966.00 

40,271.52 

721.50 

8,043.05 

16,675.27 

1,730.00 

14,020.23 

3,023.20 

1,358.61 

50.00 

6,139.32 

384.00 

6,012.00 

TSW 


DY  GROVE 
„  RON 
SYLVARENA 

UNION 
WHITE  OAK 

TOTAL 

TISHOMINGO 

•ASSOCIATION 
BELMONT  FIRST 
BETHLEHEM 
CALVARY 
EASTPORT 
FBC  BURNSVILLE 
CaDEN  CENTRAL 
HARMONY  HILL 
HIGHLAND 
IUKA 

MT  MORIAH 
MT  VERNON 
NEW  LIBERTY 
NEW  PROSPECT 


PROGRAM 

2,98037 

324.00 

1,316.01 

1,756.32 

2,426.00 

1,500.00 

719.00 

568.09 

300.00 

1,999.98 

2,291.70 

2,849.81 

327.92 

407.95 

331.33 

1,452.46 

200.00 

.00 

13,41933 
270.00 
4,445.61 


_ UNCO 

UNITY 
YELLOW  CREEK 

TOTAL 


HERMANVILLE 
PATTISON 
PLEASANT  HILL 
PORT  GIBSON 
RED  LICK 
SHILOH 

UNION  CHURCH 
UNITY 

TOTAL 


_ VILLE 

LIBERTY 

LOCUST  GROVE 
MACEDONIA 

MOSS  HILL 
MT  GILEAD 
MYRTLE 

LY  MEMORIAI 
7  HARMONY 


GROVE 


DALE 
HILL 

....  RIDGE 
EVtlLf 

,  Ji 
.  ALLAHATCHIE 
HILL 


5TION 


lOt 


2,225.90 

2,599.98 

423.82 

3.943.96 
116.80 
763.80 

12,939.12 
777.00 
651.39 
2!  602.80 
1,239.66 
647.69 
6,675.00 
6,021.70 
3,711.73 

1.722.96 
1,625.54 
1311.51 

30.00 

1,482.60 

584.76 

14,75337 

850.10 


.00 

74.16 

666.33 

1,117.54 

2,533.00 

1,025.41 

459.50 

1,351.00 

3,594.48 

495.65 

1,422.07 


1,944.88 
200.00 
4,286.52 
2,376.28 
7,720.04 
1.42S.OO 
14,773.34 
30.98 
51,863.36 
10,434.79 
1,249  08 
8,611.22 

57.460.98 
8,861.16 
7,302.30 
1,56838 
1,500.00 

.00 

14,118.18 

1,167.78 

1,355.92 

300.00 

4,013.70 

1.840.19 

1,717.74 

50.00 

3,04033 

165.00 

100.00 

1,076.76 

60.00 

m 

6.916.98 
4'774.'i 

*S| 

1,81739 

-jm- 


.00 

1,036.13 

2,200.08 

’M 

13,60907 

*$9 


6,312... 

4,376.85 

2,250.00 

6,128.15 

35,41940 


.00 


HIGHLAND 


IURG 


WAYSIDE 

to¥S°(X>wn 


MEMORIAL  75934 
11,565' 


10 

E  _  64,971 

1NGTON  4,171 


ITMlJ 

I  2,382.1 

Y  GREENVILLE  4,331 
YLELAND  941 

GREENVILLE  539 


$ 


UL 
INA  1,784. 

Jfflf 


OTHER 

3,360.09 

393.00 

1,651.02 

3.463.52 
5,53530 
3,240.17 
1,395.00 
1,560.41 
1,342.00 
8,132.74 
3,329.58 
6,671.31 

.00 

.00 

1.281.53 
2,455.47 

385.00 

100.00 

23,324.70 

650.00 

8,274.52 


rnsr-^m- 


T»- 


7,813.54 

5,599.00 

1,846.64 

-d m 


2.000.00 

1,426.75 

1.767.68 

5.337.69 
1,195.00 

11,499.46 

3.268.04 

8,160.91 

6,256.46 

6,312.12 

3,1233* 

5,199.81 

32A344.S7 


800.00 

2,770.04 

12.154.88 

6,784.06 


1,323.39 

75°| 

7,592  86 
.IK700 


1.806.48 

19.44 

8,214.30 


3,44?.. 

m 


t^ 


TOTAL 

6,340.46 

717.00 

2,967.03 

7!%? 30 


2,225.90 

16355.83 

1,06936 

11,106.72 

2,078.46 

3,13580 

46,889.50 

968.00 

2,038.78 

41,117.98 

1,839.66 

647.69 

13,764.33 

10,686.78 

11,034.27 

4,994.51 

3,014.36 

3,038.02 

125.00 

1.632.60 

1.884.60 
27^529.81 

1,494.95 


126.00 

148.32 

2,422.66 

2,545.43 

7)530.00 

2,411.76 

969.00 

3,322.00 

imo? 

5,85835 

7,109.83 


91,680.54 

26356.44 

2,851.08 

10,411.22 

112,295.76 

17)070.77 

14816.53 

2.614.68 

3’775  30 
23,011.33 

3.637.69 
2,36700 

931.70 

4.516.70 
4,875.64 
7.533  12 

50.00 

5.500.M 


& 


>70 


I  TRINITY 
WAYNESBORO 
LIBERTY 
MTOON 

PLEASANT  GROVE 


STRENGTHFORD 
WATER  OAK 
WEST  SHADY  GROVE 
ZION  REST 

TOTAL 


J  ROADS 
8ERLAND 
FBCEUPORA 
FBC  MATHISTON 
FELLOWSHIP 
HEBRON 
HOHENLINDEN 
LOLLARS  GROVE 
MANTEE 
MONTEV1STA 
MT  VERNON 
MT  ZION 
NEW  HOPE 
PHILADELPHIA 
PILCRIMS  REST 
REEDS  CHAPEL 

TOMNOLEN 
UNION 
WALTHALL 
WEST  SHADY  GROVE 

TOTAL 

WINSTON 

ANTIOCH 
BETHEL 
CALVARY 
CRYSTAL  RIDGE 
DRY  CREEK 
EAST  LOUISVILLE 
ELLISON  RIDGE 
ENON 
EVERGREEN 
FAITH 

FBC  LOUISVILLE 
GOOD  HOPE 
CUM  BRANCH 
HARMONY 
LIBERTY 

MURPHYCREEK 
NOXAPATER 
OAK  GROVE 
POPLAR  FLAT 
SHILOH 
SINGLETON 
SOUTH  LOUISVILLE 
UNION  RIDGE 
WESS  CHAPEL 
WEST  END 
YELLOW  CREEK 

TOTAL 


COOP. 

program 

3,741.57 
26,321.65 
34,714.34 
3,23234 
25,33534 
5,498.47 
1,87537 
64730 
4,492.10 
2.4i(  ue 
1 83463.29 

717.18 
1.828.00 
1,79234 
2,854.73 
36.000.00 
13,50036 
1,020.00 
679.14 
125.00 
3,871 .67 
10,064.00 

,,l2-58 

996.74 

1,826.00 

637.35 

705.00 

150.00 

250.00 

919.20 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


S, 756.88  9,498.45 

16,472.43  42,794.08 

9,589.64  44,303.98 

5,748.59  8,980.83 

6,191.05  31,52639 

2,470.52  7,968.99 

903.80  2,779  07 

590.00  1,23720 

5,151.95  9,644.05 

.  MM-QB  ,  J'538.16 

1 18!  65232  JO2TI58T 


451.17 
988.00 
1,820.92 
875.00 
42,070.54 
19,973.37 
3,695.00 
452.66 
475.00 
1,765.00 
28,52338 
285.00 
1,968.86 
.00 
8,996.00 
2  550.49 


2,99024 

3,063.00 

14,153.22 

1.104.29 

.00 

3,45826 

941.00 

1,28626 

10,456.07 

78,975:44 

5,520.76 

817.25 

7,564.07 

2,493.05 

685.00 

3,655« 

7.601.30 
8,626.00 
1,045.00 
3,553.00 
2,526.68 
1,280.00 
7)l  89.51 

50.00 

3,384.24 

1,970.00 


1,168.35 

2,816.00 


3,613  16 
3,729.73 


78,070.54 

33,473.63 

4,715.00 

1,131.80 

600.00 

5,636.67 

38,58728 

1,157.00 

3.813.16 

996.74 

10,822.00 

3,187.84 

2,105.00 

400.00 

980.00 

9,552.50 


2:460:00 

likin 

15,615:67 
4Qn  m 

1 8'01 5.67 

84,229.52 

142,723.12 

226,952.64 

4,782  24 
8,792.00 
21,887.78 

1.795.29 
2,244.00 
6,056.19 
2,151.93 

3.720.30 
13,387.41 

50.00 

157,468.73 

8,020.76 

1,201.96 

15,86223 

5,943.07 

1,832.50 

5,343.61 

13,642.00 

31,382.85 

2,613.00 

5,662.00 

5,18528 

1,865.00 

15,721.15 

50.00 

5,453.32 

2,932.00 


21,878.55 
2,299.81 
3,145.24 
845.T3 
160  00 
1,640.43 
30,358.01 
82,770.62 
1,063,78 
1,809.62 
910,00 
3,157.10' 
580.12 
2,004.63 
14,414.17 
6,040.39 
3,687.80 

T84SJ474 


GRAND  TOTAL 


15871,059.67  11,911,3*6.54  29806.166  2] 


Rome,  Rome:  Revival  July 
25-28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  The 
Preachers  Four,  David  Koons, 
Maynard  Hill,  Robert  Haney, 
and  Lester  Jeffers,  leading  wor¬ 
ship;  all  are  invited. 

Beulah,  Myrtle:  Homecoming 
August  15;  music,  10  a.m.; 
preaching,  11  a.m.;  lunch  at  noon; 
The  Lovelace  Family,  music; 
Terry  Rogers,  preaching;  all  are 
invited. 

County  Line,  Dossville: 

Homecoming  July  25;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.;  lunch  will  follow; 
singing  at  1  p.m.;  Kenny 
Culpepper,  speaker;  Larry 
Burchfield,  music;  James 
Burrell,  pastor. 


Mt.  Pisgah,  Sandhill: 

Revival  July  25-28;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  fellowship  and  lunch  will 
follow,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p  m.;  Clarence  Young,  evan- 

gelist;  jan'jones,  music;  Andy 
>elancy,  pastor. 

Jerusalem,  Kosciusko: 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
August  1-4;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
ana  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30 
p.m.;  Campers  on  Mission 
Team,  evangelist;  Bob  Woods, 
music;  Johnny  Parks,  pastor. 


Harmony,  Brookhaven: 

Homecoming  July  25;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  lunch  will  be  served; 
singing  will  follow;  Clear 
Mountain  Quartet,  music; 
Alvin  Lyons,  speaker;  Larry 
Eickenlorf,  pastor. 

Cliff  Temple,  Natchez: 

Revival  August  15-18;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Perry  Sanders,  First, 
Lafayette,  La.,  evangelist; 
Donnie  Mcllwain,  music; 
Arron  McGuffee,  pastor. 

Ebenezer,  Liberty:  Revival 
July  25-28;  Sunday  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  Robbie  Britt,  guest 
speaker;  Ivey  Butler,  music. 

Camp  Ground,  Water  Valley: 

Revival  August  1-4;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
P.m.;  Dan  Robertson,  speaker; 
Michael  Callahan,  music;  all  are 
invited;  Ross  Robertson,  pastor. 

Parkway,  Tupelo:  Revival  July 
25-27;  New  Beginnings  Crusade; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6  p.m.,  and  fam¬ 
ily  meal  at  5  p.m.;  Mon.  and 
Tues.,  6  p.m.;  Todd  Evans,  evan- 

Pelist;  Edd  Brashier,  music;  Bill 
lowers,  guest  speaker;  Paul 
Brashier,  pastor;  child  care  pn> 
vided;  for  more  information,  call 
(662)  842-7843. 
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Custom  Audio  and  Video  Contractor 

Specializing  in  Church  Sound  Systems. 

Over  10  Years  Experience 
Wiring  , 

Microphones  Nathan  Culpepper 

PO  Box  3043  Meridian,  MS  39303 
Mixers  •  Amplifiers  601-483-8148 

Speakers  ■  Monitors  www.sourid8qoodHc.con 

Playback  Equipment  nathani&soundsaoodllc.cc 


A  uthorized  Pcavey  Architectural  A  counties  Dealer 


Discipleship  Celebration 

Personalized  Consultation  for  your  church's 
Discipleship  Ministry  this  year. 

fesus  said,  "Go  and  make  disciples." 


Pastor  bring  your  discipleship  leaders  and  staff  for  free  help  in 
planning  this  year's  discipleship  for  preschoolers, 
children,  youth  and  adults  in  your  church. 

Since  this  is  an  hour  of  personalized  consultation  you  will  need 
to  make  a  definite  appointment  with  the  host  aisociation. 

Available  times  for  you  to  make  appointments  and  the  host 
association*  phone  number  to  make  your  appointment: 

•  Mon.  August  16  1-S*&  6~30  -  8:30  pm  Batesville,  FBC  662-563-7439 

•  Tues.  August  17  1  -5  &  6:30  -  8:30  pm  Tupelo,  East  Heights  662-566-1 700 

•  Thur.  August  19  1-5  &  6:30  -  8:30  pm  Madison,  FBC  601-362-8676 
•  Mon.  August  23  1-5  &  6:30  -  8:30  pm  Laurel,  FBC  601-649-8114 

•  Tues.  August  24  1-5  &  6:30  -  8:30  pm  Brookhaven,  FBC  601-833-8111 

Sponsored  by  the  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministries  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  information  e-mail  Don  Hicks  at  dhicks@mbcb.org. 


Whitesand,  Prentiss: 

Revival  July  25-28;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  weekdays,  10 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Malcolm  Ellis, 
Colmesneil,  Texas,  evangelist; 
Rick  Holifield,  music;  Charles 
R.  Burnham,  pastor. 

Ludlow,  Scott  Association: 
Revival  July  25-30;  Sunday,  10 
a.m.,  11  a.m.,  lunch  will  fol¬ 
low,  and  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri., 
7  p.m.;  Paul  Smith,  speaker; 
the  Williams,  music;  M.L. 
Wallace,  pastor. 

Oakvale,  Oakvale: 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
August  8-11;  Sunday,  dinner  will 
follow  worship,  and  2  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Sonny  Adkins, 
MBCB,  preaching;  previous  pas¬ 
tors,  contact  (601)  736-4940. 

Wayside,  Vicksburg: 

'  Revival  August  1-4;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Steve  White,  New  Sight, 
Brookhaven,  guest  speaker;  all 
are  welcome,  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  636-3271;  Darrell 
White,  pastor. 

Grace,  Decatur:  Revival  July 
25-28;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  6 

Bm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

anny  Lanier,  Northcrest, 
Meridian,  guest  speaker;  Shaun 


Selman,  Clarke-Venable 
Memorial,  Decatur,  music; 
Richard  Ethridge,  pastor. 

Center  Ridge,  Yazoo  City: 

Homecoming  August  8;  9:30 
a.m.-noon;  lunch  at  noon;  Billy 
Williams,  Brandon,  guest 
speaker;  Joey  Ward,  guest 
smger;  Daryl  Oster,  pastor. 

Hebron,  Bentonia: 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
August  8-13;  Sunday,  9:45  a.m. 
ana  testimonies  after  lunch; 
bring  photos  or  memorabilia; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Billy  Smith, 
Madison,  evangelist;  for  more 
information,  call  (601)  755-8698; 
Luke  Edwards,  pastor. 

Mt.  Olive,  Smithdale: 

Revival  July  25-28;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  1  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  MBCB,  guest 
preacher;  Ed  May,  West 
McComb,  McComb,  music; 
Joey  Barnard,  pastor. 

Concord,  Macon:  Revival 
August  1-6;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 
Tommy  Cherry,  Ellison  Ridge 
and  Yellow  Creek,  Winston 
County,  evangelist;  Sean  Greer, 
Louisville,  music;  all  are  invit¬ 
ed;  Lowell  Ingram,  pastor. 


New  Hope,  Sumrall: 

Revival  July  25-30;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  lunch  at  noon,  1:15  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Mike  Lee, 
Greenville,  Lamar  County, 
speaker;  Jeffrey  Coulter,  music; 
Charles  Broome,  pastor. 

Poplar  Springs,  Hazlehurst: 

Revival  July  25-28;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  l:i‘ 


LifeWay  Church  Buses 
~  1-800-370-6180 

www.carpenterbus.com 


Revival  July  25-28;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Talmaage  E.  Smith,  Tom 
McCormick,  Wiley  Reid,  and 
Barry  Cutrer,  evangelists; 
Hubert  Greer,  pastor. 

Mt.  Pisgah,  Carrollton: 

Homecoming  July  25;  worship, 
10  a.m.;  Tim  Frith  and  Gospel 
Echoes,  Pearl,  concert;  a  love 
offering  will  be  taken;  for  more 
information,  call  (601)  939-6444. 

Union,  Beaumont: 

Homecoming  July  25;  song  ser¬ 
vice,  10:30  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  lunch  will  follow;  after¬ 
noon  sing,  1  p.m.;  Tommy 
"Red"  Fox,  Boaz,  Ala.,  preach¬ 
ing;  Annie  and  Kelly  McRae, 
singing;  Wayne  Walley,  pastor. 


Just  for  the 
Record 


Oak  Forest  Church, 
Jackson,  will  host  Steve 
Walker,  music  evangelist,  in 
concert  July  25  at  6  p.m. 
Admission  is  free,  but  a  love 
offering  will  be  received.  Gary 
Blair  is  pastor.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  372-2021. 


7.25% 

7% 

6.5% 

6% 

5.5% 

5% 

4.5% 

4% 

liilcrcsl  I’airl  I5\  (  he<  k 
Scmianmiallv  or 
(  ompounded  Semiannually 
and 

Paid  al  Malin  iU 

(  dll  Today 

(800) 

522-0287 

I  or  ,i  Prosper  lus 


East  McComb  Baptist  Church 

800  Ftearl  River  Avenue  -  McComb,  Mississippi  39646 
Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  in  its 

$2,000,000 

First  Mortgage  Bond  Issue 

Date  of  Issue:  July  1 ,  2004 

Earn  Up  to  7%  Raid  By  Check  Semiannually 

Examples:  „ 

4%  Bonds  mature  @  1 .5  years 
Return  $20.00  per  $1,000  Semiannually 

4.5%  Bonds  mature  from  3  to  3.5  years 
Return  $22.50  per  $1,000  Semiannually 

5.5%  Bonds  mature  from  5  to  5.5  years 
Return  $27.50  per  $1,000  Semiannually 

6%  Bonds  mature  from  6  to  6.5  years 
Return  $30.00  per  $1,000  Semiannually 

7%  Bonds  mature  from  8  to  8.5  years 
Return  $35.00  per  $1,000  Semiannually 


Up  to  7.25%  Compound  Interest 

Bonds  Maturing  At  Various  Intervals 

FUND  YOUR  IRAs 

SEPs  and  other  retirement  plans 

Security  Church  Finance,  Inc.,  14615  Benfer  Road, 
Houston,  Texas  77069,  (281)  893-1390 
Agent:  Jerry  Terrell  (800)  522-0287 

This  is  neither  an  offer  to  self  nor  a  soliciation  of  an  offer  to  buy  any 
of  these  securities.  These  securities  have  not  been  qualified  for 
sale  in  all  states.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Encouraged  by  Faithful  Hope 

Habakkuk  1:2-6, 12-13;  2:2-4, 18-20;  3:17-19a 


’  Mo  Baker 


Have  you  ever  had  a  "bad 
hair  day/  you  know,  a  day  when 
things  just  don't  go  as  planned, 
and  nothing  seems  to  work  out 
right?  One  of  my  favorite  chil¬ 
dren's  books  is  Alexander  and 
the  Terrible,  Horrible,  No  Good, 
Very  Bad  Day.  This  delightful 
manuscript  takes  the  reader 
through  one  little  boy's  day 
when  everything  goes  wrong 
and  Alexander  has  to  admit  that 
some  days  are  just  like  that 
Like  Alexander,  we  also  live  in 
a  world  where  circumstances  are 
often  less  than  ideal,  requiring  us 
to  confront  difficulties  in  many 
areas  of  life.  A  typical  response  to 
life's  crises  is  to  become  pes¬ 
simistic,  but  Christians  may 
affirm  a  greater  reality,  that  God 
is  sovereign  and  in  control. 

I.  Troubles  Abound  (Hab  12-4). 


Writing  about  600 
years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ,  the  prophet 
Habakkuk  was  our-  g . 
dened  by  the  ugliness  he 
observed  in  his  world.  Judah  was 
in  rebellion  against  God,  leading 
to  "destruction  .  .  .  violence  .  .  . 
strife  .  . .  and  conflict"  (Hab  12). 
Habakkuk  addressed  his  com- 

Elaint  to  the  Lord,  who  seemed  to 
e  uncharacteristically  silent. 
Furthermore,  Habakkuk  inter¬ 
preted  God's  seeming  inactivity 
to  be  the  cause  of  chaos  in  his  soci¬ 
ety.  An  honest  admission  from 
contemporary  believers  might 
reveal  that  we  sometimes  feel  the 
same  as  Habakkuk:  where  is  God 
when  troubles  emerge,  and  why 
does  He  ajroear  to  be  silent  in 
life's  storms  r 


Baker 


ticns.  He  did  remind  the 
prophet  that  He  was 
about  to  do  something 
amazing.  God  tola 
Habakkuk  that  He  was  at 
work.  Despite  the  fact  that 
God  was  about  to  bring 
judgment  on  Judah's  sins 
through  the  mighty 
Babylonian  army,  God 
er  would  fulfill  His  divine 
plan.  Even  today,  when 
life's  adversities  seem  to  surround 
us,  Christians  may  be  encouraged 
that  God  is  working  to  accomplish 
His  will  in  our  lives.  Through  bro¬ 
kenness,  believers  often  experience 
God's  greatest  blessings. 


Furthermore,  Habakkuk  inter-  III.  The  Righteous  May 
preted  God's  seeming  inactivity  Suffer  (Hab  1:12-13). 
to  be  the  cause  of  chaos  in  his  soa-  Habakkuk  brought  an  addi- 

ety.  An  honest  admission  from  tional  objection  to  God,  wanting 
contemporary  believers  might  to  know  why  God  appears  to  be 
reveal  that  we  sometimes  feel  the  silent  while  the  wicked  devour 
same  as  Habakkuk:  where  is  God  the  righteous.  Doubtless  he  was 
when  troubles  emerge,  and  why  referring  to  the  Babylonians  sub¬ 
does  He  appear  to  De  silent  in  duing  Judah.  The  prophet  certain- 
life's  storms?  ly  must  have  had  in  mind  the 

ruthless  reputation  of  the 
n.  God  Is  at  Work  (Hab  1:5-6).  Babylonian  army.  Compared  to 
Although  God  did  not  respond  them,  Judah,  in  spite  of  their  rebel- 

spedfically  to  Habakkuk's  ques-  lion,  must  have  seemed  "right- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Condemned  By  Conformity 

2  Kings  14-15 


Chapters  14  and  15  of  2  Kings 
relate  tne  history  of  nine  kings. 
The  three  kings  of  Judah  are  all 
commended  for  doing  "what 
was  right  in  the  Lord's  sight," 
though  none  had  the  undivided 
heart  of  David.  Israel's  kings  are 
condemned  for  doing  what 
was  evil  in  the  Lord's  sight." 
Instead  of  being  the  distinctive 
people  of  Goa,  they  allowed 
selfish  pride,  ruthless  ambition, 
and  brutal  violence  to  lead  to 
devastating  consequences  per¬ 
sonally  ana  for  thg  nation. 


defeated  ten  thousand 
Edomites,  but  he  made 

a  tragic  mistake  by  - 

bringing  back  the  gods  Carraway 
of  Edom  and  setting 
them  up  as  his  gods  (2  Chronicles  on  \ 
25:14).  His  second  mistake  was  aca 
declaring  war  on  Israel.  "Come,  brir 
let  us  meet  face  to  face"  (2  Kings  J< 
14:  8)  was  not  an  invitation  to  41  ) 
dinner,  but  a  declaration  of  war.  of  j 
Jehoash,  king  of  Israel,  ana 
replied  to  the  challenge  with  a  beer 
fable.  His  reply  revealed  his  his 

S;ance  as  much  as  Amaziah's  Kin] 
enge  revealed  his  pride,  evil 
The  analogy  depicted  a  lowlv  was 


Amaziah  and  Jereboam  (2 
Kings  14: 1-28) 

Amaziah,  son  of  Joash,  served 
God,  but  not  with  a  perfect  heart. 
Edom  (descended  from  Esau) 
and  Judah  were  bitter  enemies. 
Edom,  a  constant  threat  to 
Judah's  frontier,  blocked  access 
to  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba.  Amaziah 


mg  itselt  as  the  equal  to  the 
strong  and  lofty  cedar  (Israel) 
and  being  trampled  underfoot 
by  a  wild  animal.  The  meaning 
was  clear.  Judah  was  no  match 
for  the  military  strength  of 
Israel.  When  Amaziah  was  not 
persuaded  by  Jehoash 's  logic, 
Jehoash  seized  tire  initiative  and 


attacked  Judah  at  Ben 
Shemesh.  It  was  a  deci¬ 
sive  victory  for  Israel 
and  Amaziah  was  taken 
prisoner.  Jehoash  then 
proceeded  to  Jerusalem, 
where  he  broke  down 
200  yards  of  Jerusalem's 
wall,  plundered  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  took  hostages  to 
Samaria.  Misplaced 
iway  pride  was  disastrous  for 
Amaziah.  Choices  based 
on  what  we  perceive  as  our  own 
accomplishment  and  ability  can 
bring  a  tragic  outcome. 

Jereboam  0  of  Israel  reigned 
41  years.  He  led  Israel  in  a  time 
of  political  stability,  properity, 
ana  expansion.  He  may  have 
been  the  deliverer  promised  to 
his  grandfather,  Jenoahaz  (2 
Kings  13:5).  Nevertheless,  he  did 
evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  Israel 
was  now  but  a  few  decades  away 
from  being  invaded  by  Assyria. 

Azariah  and  Zechariah  (2 
Kings  15:1-12) 

Azariah  (or  Uzziah)  of  Judah 
is  generally  considered  one  of 
Judah's  most  effective  and 
influential  kings.  He  was  mili¬ 
tarily  successful  and  prosper¬ 
ous,  but  after  he  became  pow- 


eous."  Habakkuk  was  perplexed 
as  to  how  God  could  use  a  pagan 
nation  to  achieve  His  purpose. 
Have  you  ever  felt  like  Goa  was 
silent  while  life's  problems  con¬ 
sumed  you?  Like  Habakkuk,  we 
may  know  that  God  is  holy  and  in 
control,  yet  feel  like  God  is 
nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  face  of 
adversity.  Since  God  is  "from 
everlasting"  (Hab  1:12)  believers 
can  be  certain  that  God  has  an 
ultimate  end  in  mind  and  will  ful¬ 
fill  His  plans.  By  focusing  on  the 
short  term  situations,  we  may 
miss  the  significance  of  God's 
work  in  the  long  term. 

IV.  Live  by  Faith  (Hab  2:2-4, 
18-20). 

After  hearing  Habakkuk's 
complaints,  God  commands 
the  prophet  to  write  down  the 
revelation  about  to  be  dis¬ 
closed.  God  affirms  that  He  has 
an  appointed  time  for  accom¬ 
plishing  His  work.  What  may 
seem  to  be  delayed  or  detoured 
by  our  understanding  is  always 
on  time  according  to  God. 
God's  purposes  cannot  be 
thwartea  (Isa  55:10-11).  One's 
faith  in  God  is  crucial  to  over- 

erful,  "his  pride  led  to  his 
downfafl"(2  Chronicles  26:16). 
He  tried  to  assume  the  role  of 
priest  by  burning  incense  on 
the  altar  of  incense.  Because  of 
his  unrepentant  spirit  when 
rebuked,  God  struck  him  with 
leprosy  and  he  was  leprous  for 
the  rest  of  his  life. 

Shallum,  Menahem,  and 
Pekahiah  (2  Kings  15:13-26) 

Now  begins  the  record  of  the 
destruction  of  Israel  and  the 
instigation  of  a  period  of  chaos. 
Hereafter,  most  of  the  kings  of 
the  Northern  Kingdom  chose 
violence  as  the  means  to  power. 
Zechariah,  the  last  king 
descended  from  Jehu,  reigned 
only  six  months  before  being 
assassinated  by  Shallum. 
Shallum,  who  was  neither 
called  nor  anointed  to  be  king, 
exemplifies  sinful  ambition 
based  on  the  philosophy  that 
the  end  justifies  the  means.  He 
reigned  only  one  month  before 
Menahem  lulled  him  becoming 
the  fourth  king  to  reign  in  Israel 
in  less  than  a  year. 

Menahem  regarded  Shallum 
as  a  usurper  to  tne  throne  believ¬ 
ing  that  as  commander  of 
Jeroboam's  army  he  should  suc- 


coming  the  doubt  one  often 
feels  when  dealing  with  life's 
troubles.  True  worship  rests  in 
being  confident  in  Goa  to  work 
according  to  His  divine  plan. 

V.  Hope  in  God  (Hab  3:17-19a). 

The  Book  of  Habakkuk  ends 
with  the  prophet  identifying  six 
calamities  of  life  that  could  con¬ 
ceivably  happen.  Despite  such 
hopelessness,  Habakkuk 

expressed  his  confident  hope  in 
God.  Rather  than  just  enduring 
his  troubles  with  a  "hang-in- 
there"  attitude,  Habakkuk's 
would  experience  joy  in  wor¬ 
shiping  God.  Like  Habakkuk, 
Christians  today  can  hope  in  God 
regardless  of  life's  circumstances. 
Even  if  the  worst  things  in  life 
can  happen,  God  can  still  be  wor¬ 
shiped.  Habakkuk's  metaphor  of 
the  surefootedness  of  a  female 
deer  exhibited  his  stability  in 
God.  Believers  who  reside  in 
troubling  times  can  hope  in  the 
God  who  is  always  working  to 
accomplish  his  purpose,  even  on 
bad  hair  days! 

Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 

ceed  Zechariah.  His  brutal  and 
violent  treatment  of  Tiphsah 
revealed  the  evil  of  his  heart  and 
intimidated  other  Israelite  towns 
into  supporting  him.  Pul 
(Tiglath-Pueser),  king  of  Assyria, 
was  already  threatening  Israel. 
Menahem  paid  Pul  a  thousand 
talents  of  silver  gained  from  taxa¬ 
tion  to  win  his  protection. 

His  son  Pekahiah  succeeded 
him  for  two  years  before  being 
disposed  of  by  Pekah.  Before  the 
ena  of  Pekah's  twenty-year 
reign,  the  Assyrians  had  already 
swallowed  up  a  large  portion  of 
Israel  inducting  Gilead,  Galilee, 
and  Naphtali  and  had  taken 
many  Israelites  captive. 

Amos  and  Hosea,  prophets  to 
Israel,  vividly  presented  the 
depth  of  moral  decay  which  the 
nation  had  reached,  but  they 
went  unheeded.  The  complete 
disregard  of  Israel's  leadership 
for  keeping  covenant  with  God 
and  the  partial  obedience  of 
Judah  was  leading  them  toward 
disaster.  As  Christians,  we  must 
model  distinctive  lifestyles  and 
not  desert  the  behaviors  and  atti¬ 
tudes  God  requires. 

Carraway  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 
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and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
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e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Introducing 


Mr.  &  Mis.  A1  Ray 
Decker  Shipp 

Joe,  Amanda  &  William 

Ellis 

Howard  Shirley 

Matt,  Linda.  Luke  A  Chet 

Pogue 

Jack  Shotwell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  N.  Wilson 
Ms.  Cedi  Glynn  Simmons 
Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
Ciaudine  Smith 

Don  Boswell  Family 
Maurice  J.  Boswell 
Joe  Lannon  Family 
Imogene  Smith 

Mrs.  Neil  H.  Bouriand 
Mrs.  Donnie  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
A  Family 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Smith 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Harper 
Becky  Spiers 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Thomas  E 
Pittman 

Lynda  Lee  A  George  Slock 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Sam  Strickland 

Mis.  deny  McGraw 
Houston  E  (Buddy)  Stuckey 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Thorns  E 
Pittman 

Mrs.  Euia  Suttiewonh 
Mis.  Grace  Faulkner 
Mrs  Louis  IMbert 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Ray  Austin 
Johnny  Thytor,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Ronald  L  Jones 
Mr.  BIB  Tttman 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Sonny  Plubbard 
Pat  THmsn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C. 
Brents,  Jr. 

Mrs  AJbsrta  Ihrner 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Cal  E  Howard 

Brad  Vinson 

Middle  Aduk  SSC  New 

II  a  is li  mi  Dr 

Thfrncoy  w. 

Edward  EaiWaftsr 
’The  Fiddler's  Club' 

Frances  A  Jarae  Gatlin 
Ms  Mary  frames  Phillips 
Mr  A  Mn  W.  C.  Spencer 
niawry  ward 
McAMn.VW.Otiy 


Dr.  Rory  Lee 

Executive  Director 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

July  1  *  15,  2004  Herman  Aultman 

HONORS  Dwight  A  Nancy  Fayard 

F.  D.  A  Manila  Thomas 
Russell  Bankston 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Mr.  Bobby  E  Barber 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Thomas  E 
Pittman 

Mr.  &  Mis.  William  Rowley 
A  Family 

True!  Barnhill 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Jack  B.  Martin 
Mrs.  Ethel  Beard 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
A  Staff 

Mrs.  Nefl  Beason 

Mis.  Joy  B.  Robots 
Reeves  BeJk 

A1  A  Cindy  Rav 
Mr.  Janies  T.  Bennett 

Mr.  A  Mis.  C.  Gene  Ciyder 
Martha  Orene  "Mot"  Benson 
Mr.  ShencU  R.  Stunk  von 
Ben  Berry 

Jack  A  Nancy  Regan 
Ronnie  Boykin 

Mont  Rose  Baptist  Church 
Dei  Broome 

Mis.  Nell  H.  Bouriand 


Recognizing 


Dr.  Bill  Causey 

Interim  Executive  Director 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L. 
Scruggs 

Mrs.  Shirley  Hathcock 

Mr.  Norman  Weathersby.  Jr. 
Euia  Mae  Hawkins 

Ruth  SSC.  FBC-Tupelo 
Carhon  Hays,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  E 
Scruggs 


Mrs.  Terri  Barnes 
Robyn  Kyzar 
Donna  Beard 

VBS,  FBC-Summit 
Mrs.  Candy  Blue 
Robyn  Kyzar 
Terry  Busby 

Mr.  A  Mrs,  Charles  Farrior 

Linda  (Jordon 

VBS.  FBC-Summit 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Ledbetter 
Mr.  Harold  G.  Man.  Sr. 
Mr.  Ctete  McCurley 

Mrs.  Peggy  Shuckrow 
C.  L  Netterville 

Mr.  Whit  Stanen 
Mrs.  Given  Nichols 
Robyn  Kyzar 
Mrs.  Vesta  Pittman 
Robyn  Kyzar 
James  Pogue 

Man.  Linda.  Luke  A  Chet 

Pogue 

Mrs.  Sandy  Singleton 
Robyn  Kyzar 
Mrv  Barbara  Stanett 
Robyn  Kyzar 
Warren  Strickland 

Adrian.  Barry  A  Gray 
Strickland 

Becky  Strickland 


Sunday,  July  25,  2004 
2:00  p.m. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Dennis  L 
McPhail 

Mrv  Athene  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Melanie  Nance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  G.  Hord 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A. 
Sirmon 

Mrs.  Valera  Hord 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 

CMon  LaeHongk 

Mrs.  Hazel  H.  Maaacngale 


The  India  Nunnery  Campus 
805  Flag  Chapel  Road 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


Reception  Immediately  Following 


The  A.  M.  Hollingsworths 
Doyle  A  Barba  Whitehead 
Mr.  Robot  R  Wsymtre 

Larry  Hutto 

Mont  Rose  Baptist  Church 
WWam  Chase  JeAa 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdnll  A  Staff 
Mary  Jones 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Phillip  B.  Murray 


Mr  A  Mn.  Ray  W. 
Thornton 

Mn.  Elizabeth  Lee  Cddl 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Join  D.  Harper 
Mn.  Katharine  W.  Hady 
Mr.  Charles  Carr 

Mn.  Grace  Faulkner 
Mrv  Charieene  W.  Chant** 

Ms  Billie  C.McCuDy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lendon  E 
Brown 

Mildred  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mrs  R.  M  Grantham 
A  Family 

Mrv  Mary  Loube  Clark 

Mn.  Otis  Lynn  K.  Caperion 
Mr  A  Mn.  Frank  L  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dale  Vickrn 
Harry  L»  Cole 

Mn.  Harry  L  Cole 


Memorials 


Mr  A  Mn.  W.  D.  Alexander 
lephen  "Steve"  David  Lae 
Mr  A  Mn  J.  V.  Pater 
Dt  Raymond  F  OrenfcO.  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrv  Jerry  S  Lee 


Loan  Manning.  Jr.  Susan  A  Thny  Kiraon 

Mr  A  Mn  Floyd  E  Fuqua  Mrv  Nellie  Law  Neal 
Mrv  Anne  M.  Manning  Mrv  Grace  Farmer 


sippi  Super  Summer 
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